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POEMS FROM THE MODERN GREEK

Translated by JACK GAIST

G. VAFOPOULOS

THE TANGLE

That raven’s wing again
For twenty days now in this room
it’s stirred up the black air.

What can it be
the raven’s wing?

Ceaselessly in this room

it whirls around and around

knocking its way

from table to chair feeding the whirlwind
with hairs torn from my head.

What in God’s name is it
this raven’s wing?

A'black tangle of shapes hangs from the ceiling
black sheets hang from nails on the walls.
Pitch, smoke, spiders’ webs.

And the ravan’s black wing

tosses and turns, tosses and turns

tightening the tangle.

The tie

hanging from the iron bedpost
has been sucked

into 'the black wing’s vortex.

Where are my hands,

my deathly white, hands?
They've merged with the black
cloth of my trousers.

The wing beats.

The tangle thickens.

My skull cralcks, is crushed
by the tightening tangle.

Dark, dark, dark,
Darkness within and without
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What in God’s name is it
this raven's wing?

See — if that word

can have any meaning in such darkness —
See, I feel it here on my forehead

here on my eyelids, on my lips

and groping I feel in the dark

something thick and slippery,

with my darkling fingers.
Is it the molten asphalt
‘the raven’'s feather

has smeared the walls of this room with,
this furniture, this big mirror?

(O, if only I could take a nail

and nail that black shadow

to the big mirror!)

Or is it .

blood from my heart clotted,

blood that welled black

from the black skull?

(Craven spirit, why hesitate

to give in with a confession.

Go on, shout it out for God’s sake:

It’s the feather from that wing your fate’s sent you -
from within a dark chamber ]
six foot long,

to sign your doom with),

Come on, let me seize you
let me dip you

in the ink :

of my eye’s black ball.

I cannot see my hands.

Dark, dark, dark,

Darkness within and without.

Is this net of yours

the materialization of your spirit

come to revenge itself on me?

Or is it merely an extension of my own
dark spirit?

Come on, let me seize you
and with you gouge out
these darkened eyeballs
that have lost their way.

Is this tangle
from the heavy curtains
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of your inaccessible chamber
where, seated on a stool,

your hands raised in prayer,

you await my coming?

Come, on feather, let me seize you
and with you dissolve,

like the yoke of an egg

these dark

Oecdipean eyeballs,

draw from within

the light of her eyelids

eyelids fixed on eternity

on the sixteenth day of the month of April.

My hands, I cannot see my hands,

to turn my fingers into talons

and from the depths of the dark socket
draw out the light.

Is this darkness
the darkness of my mind

“that’s turned its back

upon day,
set off with steady step
to the gates of Hell?

In this room

where the raven’s black feather

speaks to the walls of night’s shape

and from the very ceiling

has hung her black raiment,

I toss and turn, toss and turn, toss and turn.

Where are you, Ariadne?

Yet see! Ah, again that word “see!”
Yeespageel s

A cock’s crow breaks

upon my ears.

I should perhaps have been mistaken
if the distant message of dawn

had not echoed in the black socket
of my eyes

at the very moment when the sun’s beam
sliced like a sword

through my wizened brain.
Sunbeam, hear me,

lend me the end of your thread

so I may reach your source

and wash my hands clean.
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(Come, feather, let me seize you
and tie this beam to your tip
and then, spotless dove,

let you loose in this room).

Yet, see — yes, again that word “see”—
the raven’s wing

in the middle of that black

and heavy curtain

has left untouched

one small area

enclosed by the pattern

of a right - angled parallelogram.

Divine frame, _

work of a humble photographer

are you then

the source of the beam?

The window that looks out

into the garden of St. Peter?

Was it from your white opening

that the cock crow’s dawning message came to me?

Cast the beam

of your azure eye
upon this dark room
where the terrible thud
of the spade

reachoes.

Work of transcience

are you then

the eternal treasury

where the smile God smiled
on the seventh day

lies locked away?

ICast the beam

of your azure eye

upon this unspeakable tangle
where the dark fluttering

of that wing

had not strength enough to smother
the breath of the Angel

that watches and prays.

I hear the knell
of the twenty - first day
Light! Light! Light!
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Ztov olabnTind topéa 9 @wvi Tou elval G-
AT, AT, zwplg &5dpseig’ — Evag Hipepog Bpfj-
vog. “0so mévo aicBavetat t6o0 %ol TOV Exppd-
Cet. “H amovsion dmadh duvapixiis popeiic towg
vo, Opeideton 3TV dmovsio BUVELX0D TOVOU Lk
v QuVdEelg duvatd Tpimel mPONYOLREVOE V& TO-
viong duvotd. ADTO dEv Dmdpyst oth déxa moLH-
poto mpdypo mod dsiyvet 8Tt & motmTNg Exet
GUVeldNan @V bpilwy xal @Y duvatoThTLY TOL'
Oev mpoomaBel V& TopxoToEL AATOOY EANOV G-
TAG ciicBdvetol TOV WoVO, &MAL Xoib TOHV EXQPd-
Cet. ™Av a1d pPéXAov TOv alcBovBzt duvaptxhtepa,
Bo ov Exgppdost xol BuvorpixdTepa.

E. BAZIAETOY
OEATPO

Zvoav PAvod Ty: ’Avuyévn, O0K,
pet. M. Hiwpity, oxnvobeoioa N. Sreronddy, oxn-
vixd - x00tobpLo ZtéXtov Bétom.

Ot dpyator poBor divovy dpwetds SuvatéTy-
teg yU' avanwén moupalay®V, mod va  Epuy-
vedony pé tov aicBnTind Tpémo xavobpyteg Betg
¢ Cwfig, tlg dmoleg ToPOVCLALEL 9) Quoty) &Eé-
AEM oty xowvwvin. O poBog g *Avtiybvng
pe o loxupd M8wxd onpelo tiig edAdbelog oG
TO vexpd ocvyyevdj, dvekdptyta G&md 10 Topd-
TTOPd Tov, %ol TV Tpwpio Tol edraBodc E-
vovtt 00 MBixol vopoy dAXG  mapdxovou GTOV
avBpwitivo vépo T0b IEpyovta, VoG VOpon pE Tpé-
Xousa ToAtTiny oMpacin, até xépte tod Avodiy
naipver xdmoto &Alo Bdpog: WEdT Am> Bre 9
CAvtiydvn Bédket Vo Bddm O vexpd ddepwpd To-
YREVN yidk TobTo dmd TH polpo g, ok V& Etot-
pootay &md xpovia xal V& Tpomaproxedule GTRHY
QexN dmoouvedMta x’ BoTepa cuveldntd, TodTo
TO0 yeyovég. *Amd THV &AAY & Kpéovtag oa ¢b-
Aaxog &ADYLOTOL VOpov, dixatov ol Boptod vo-
pov, wottdlet midg vé Bpfj Tpémo v Eeiyy Amd
tlg xoxég ocuvémetsg adTOl TOD VOPOV POPTWYOV-
Tag TV mopdBeon ot GAAo Aol TpooTdlovTog
Tobg Ppovpodg & xAelcovy o otdpe Tovg. BéBawa
7 "AvTiydvn mpémet V& ouvepyw.otd] o7 abtéd, o
potT®VTog . xal THV mpoomabetd Mg va Bddym T
vexpd @deppd. ‘O Kpfoviag Bonipdlet pé i
oelpd, EmLYElpNpaTa V& TV melon. “0pwg adTodg
grétuye. ToO 06T tov EexAmpiletar. Méver pédvog
GANG ) povie Tod Epaatd] THg TWOALTIXFG OV TOV
igyxatadeinet. *Amevavtiog Odebdet mpodg THY ol-
Bovoo tdv cvvedpldaewy.

A& Bd Belape va oyokidaovpe tO Epyo me-
ptocbtepo, Gav .Y, TH BéoL pog, mhg, TOdAG-
xwto Yo tov: “EXAmve Beati, B¢ ypstaldtav 6
Xopdg mod mAMpoopel Y B,Tt o6& Alyo 8a yi-
v xel T oyokidalet.

‘H &ppmveio g Avtiyovng (HMotpitota
Tlettepeptdon) Onfipke copd), PeTPNILEVY], TOAD
gowtepindy. TMapovaiooe 1) Epumvedtpia motntAlo
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TINEYMATIKH

[LeTanToswy, Bev  EnavelapBovdtoy ifite  xel
ot Tumixes wivijgstc: e pitde Lixph] GARenyd] axd|
Aemrtopépete xotopBove Vo Byjlovpyd] véoug TO-
voug, 90 Xopdg (0. Hewtepspidng) pukoboe no-
Qoepd, 7 EmiovuaTyTe, oy GveEdpTyTog oyokior

gtfig, ywple otépgo. H “lowiwn (Bobla Ileiz- -

wevon) eiye wesl TO popobpsvo xul dgeiec B
mwg Telprale oTd | yopoTipe: TG, GARS BEV ot
topbwae vk Sdoy wett o bAckdivpupéve., "0 Kpe-
wy (Bvéiiog Kovxopldng) molkés onvppés fuey
melanikds, ovyve Bilwg ®oupaotixdg wol povito-
vos. (Mimwg 7 ovvexwg xematpeneinoy tob Wbe-
noeh gbtel g& Gudjolong  pdkobg, ywele Eexob-
pocay, Tov Epmedifer v avevewlil;) O ATjay
(*Avt. Kasoupione) Onfpke dméivta xul ot Bho
amoptdentos. H Maprpdve (Mévixe Bootkeloy)
Be Wmopolpe ve mobue mig Bév fitow |Lécw. otd
mvebpo. Tob pdAod Toug Y Criptove ouyvd f dp-
Bptoa  twg. "0 Dohomag (Duafe Kapobidrng)
Cowtdvede mowypotind oV dypoixe time elye
Wed  guatkdThTe,  Snptoupyoboe dtudopopu. 0
*Ayyedtapipos  (Nedgp. Neogizon) wwwifnxe &
Yopmo TEVL %) ounv.

Td gwnvind wob Zrehiton  Béton elye s
RORETAN AT Aezornmo. H Spolopoppler tdy Af-
Yoy Erimioy pe 16 &mid wbopype wsl TN To-
nofetnan Tong oti awnvi] &pois  suvBnslovTay
dppovind wol we To gotiops. H mipte pd T
Fpuaepl QwTIOUEVD ©OVTO Sxoviag OASYvpx T
fmolt ypdjie Tob owqvixol wal mplc ToV oo
vo 'mle Bud BimBalinioeig ol ®ugvoD yphpatog a8
oUVODOLTLLS PE TE - ypdite @V pobyov ThHg TAvTi-
vane (ol Bosg gopig Mo, omh owwvh R IMe-
podver %L & Bokoenog) dTew mpoynatind Eveg
YpWRTIKGE gUVTOIpLXOROE,  WoAD DmoBAvTings.
Kamwe Evtovo 10 yokdSio pobyo tic °lepwime.
"Towg Qv 32y Arov dotpoprepd (wt &c ovpBs-
KiCe abTh A Aopmepddo. Tob TOV Yopobipevo ol
apeAdi yopoxtihon g “lopfvne) va ) éveyiob-

ae. Ilgvewg dmapdBexso Nty o wootobjiie (Fid:

gobmeppow) o0 Hpéovte % Alpwve, wul dg
oThA ol Be ouvBuaouol YpWRATIOLEY.

KYIPOZ XPYZANOHY
T'ENIKA

Iohed t X oXoyrwn lpwrtoys o
VoL oa (197D) dmpootedovtor motfpete @y ITul.
Apovouhry wel K. Xpvadvln — Zsiy «"A 7 o-
rTeww oty (11.2.75) & "Ayy, PoupLe-
wne wpiver o 8Efc BuBAie Kumplwy; N, Kpowt-
cuthty wllovmpeor, 1. Kolpedty « Avtpetwiewn
ey TAL Avwatyyn «Kop@v wetl flomey puune,
. Aoty « Agpddelows, K. XovaovBy «TleCoc
nol Spopotindg Adyoge, wel iy Endooy «"H Tpu-
ywdio i Kibmpour. — Zviy «T X X mlv o-
Ble oy FEOmie B e gy sty el
Mo vedpwmotxfvw (G T-8) mob
slvory Goigpwpe otiy Kimpo, @wnpostsbovtor Eva
gy tob K. XpuadyBn el pug petdepoon
00 Gaston -Henry Aufrére gnd o 8i8ilo «Td

Komper. — Zwd «ll e ptod L xd

‘maby T semnis tob TA. Tlepvdon. — 2th meplo-

Buixt «Dtepe s BAXEg (dp. 65/66)
& *An. Zopprag wplver tov «dpopoating Adyor tob
K. Xpvoswln. Zzd 0o zebyog avadnjooiedeton
noinpue tod Mmdpmy Khdpe < Aguépwpa oty
K‘jnpa», bideii) Tpdcp'c“q}f.s o 1958. — E‘t’?j oM -
xedoviun 4 oar (cp. 104) Bvpocietov-.
TorL MpUTIXG oy bher yLi TV «ﬂlvauum_mf] Kimpos
wot i «lldfy té cewra» Tod AL Ispvdpn. —
M eBrBaroypegtny TEonfeo
pman {(gp. 4/0) & "A. Taliyetvc ypdget xpt-
Towd ik ) CAvtpetwpévn yfi: teb L. Ko-
Opethrry wxl 4 Zople Mroxowdan oydiie yid tb
meptoding  «llveupatind Kompoe», | —  Zuo
“Hellenic Press” (Aecx.) &vuootehovror w6 «Ild-
O & osmra» Tob CA. Hepvdpoy. =5 “Hellenic -
Chronicle (23.1.76) & K. Kafupwbs ypdgst yis
To olldBy <6 osmrder oD "A. Mepvdpn Slvovtac
notl meplindd wovg. — Zzo “Roumeli Press’
("lav.) dvadnpootzbovtoer th «Ildly 1o ocemmas
0B A, Mepvdpn. — 2Ztd) Eomit. «X p oy o-
Y p & oo g (21.1.75) & Agp. Zodic wplye
0, 6BAio. «llepiTeilopevats  Gpuics  tob A,
Mepvoipn. — 29 Epnp. «0 & 0 p & © 9 »
(20.1.75) & Amp. Kpdwng ypdget yik o BiBAle
tof K. Xpugavly «"Evo yoddlio wopltor gmd )y
‘E L ko
vi@owvy Bopeioo ‘BAA&bog o
pogietovtot woinwe s Kiwlpne "Ayyeliidoy %ol
&dam Bhn vk wiy Kompo. — iy «ll ¢ v p ol

=T gt o p (dp, 1T0) welpeve v

iy Kbmpo. — Bt} «X w b pow ox (. T7) &
A, Zadeg xplver 1o 6BAio g Ntivag Moyid-
oy - Bazoodpn «"0 Tfyepovage. Zto 8o mepiodi-
% (dp. T8) & Xp. Mamaypvoootépon SijLocieiet
evo Sufynpe xal & Amp. Zedsc wplvet 1o BiBLio
«To woly td oemté» <of *A. Mepvdpyn. 2ty
Padtornledpoatvefap. 236) & A,
Kopovtdvng ypdget vk i Aoyoteyvin tod K.
Xpuadby. — 2oy H e tpwzrnng E-
gt b or (Bp. 266-268) & Anp. Kéwwwog ypd-
peL yid T tpaywdio tic Kinpou.

TEPTOAIKA

stpotd) - Motpoind (,ABdve) ap. 170, —
Iptgver (Néw Zpvovn) ep. T7-78 — Kprnns
Piido (PABvve) dp. 18 — Néw *Emoyyy (Aev-
swwale) dp. 110 — Aowyitg (Aevwwale) dp. B
— Kbmowmde Adyog (Asoxwale) @p. 37 — O1-
noyevelr wol Zyolelo (Asuxwoia) ap. 23 —
Moxebovins Zod) (Bzcoahovivg) dp. 105 — Aco-
voogund] Kbmpog (Asunwafe) dp. 1415 — T8
oyoielo wol o omite (PABfve) dp. 158 — Ei-
v (CAB¥ve) dp. 38 — “Hrzpwtiwn | “Eotle
(Cravvevee) dp. 266-268 — Néo Exédn (PAf7-
vae) @p. 144 — ®ulodoyin Stéyn (Meposic)
8p. 22 — “Agtovopind Xpovixd (Aesvxwsie) dp.
Noepf, - Asx. T4 Bookbird (Biévwy) dp. 4
(T4) — Dovi e *Axotag (wuptawdrtinn @ilo-
Xoywn) .
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To Shelltox okoTwvel
TA EVTOHO
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kal &v kpuBwvTal.

ZHTATE SHELLTOX
ME VAPONA

ZnTicaTé Ta ANd TX
mavTonwAeia kal
npaTthpla ZIEAA.

ETAIPEIA SIEAA KYMPOY ATA.
TnA. 63061-5




Saint

Panteleimon

MEDIUM S\WEET
CYPRUS WINE

¥

PHODUCKDAND BOTTLEDIN LIMASSOL CYPRUSBY

“KEO LTD

APHRODITE

MEDIUM DRY
CYPRUS WINE

RO KI5 BT TLED £ LIMASEOL, U710 37

“Othello

FULL-BODIED
REDCYPRUSWINE

FRODUCED AND-&OTTLED IN LIMASSOL CYPRUS BY

KEOLTD

ROsclla

VIN ROSE

A CYPRUS WINE
.\E: “‘ff‘

FRAOUCED AND BOTTLED BN LEMASSOL CYPRLS BT

KEOLTD




